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Fleet.114  With France and England, however, the task was
much more delicate.
When Izvolski returned from Tegernsee to his post, he
found a "very secret" letter from Neratov, telling of Chary.
kov's communications to Said Pasha and Bompard and
of the French inquiry, and suggesting to Izvolski that now
was the time to nail down the French Government to
giving its written promise of assent. He even suggested
the very words in which it should be given:
Prance engages to consider with benevolence the Rus-
sian interests in the question of the Straits of the Bosphorus
and the Dardanelles, and not to oppose the realization of
the projects which Russia might have in view relative to the
Straits and the territories adjacent.115
Accordingly, on October 11, M. Izvolski made a long and
persuasive plea to M. de Selves, the French Minister of
Foreign Affairs,
not to refuse to formulate in some fashion the French
Government's attitude toward the means which we shall
sootier or later consider it necessary to take in regard to the
Straits and the territories adjacent. ... In view of M. de
Selves' very feeble knowledge in questions of foreign policy,
I limited myself to the above mentioned general discussion,
I intend to return to the theme a little later and then state
our concrete desires.116
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